
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Liz Smith 
Head of Events 

AKQA  
1 St John’s Lane 

London 
EC1M 4BL 

 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern:  
 
This letter is to confirm that Claudio Castagnola’s Future Lions project was selected as a shortlist in the 
2018 Future Lions Competition for “Hellmann’s DOUBLE GOOD.” I currently serve as Head of Events at 
AKQA Ltd., I am also on the Cannes Future Lions Council.  

Future Lions is the annual worldwide competition founded by AKQA and the organizers of Cannes Lions 
International Festival for Creativity. AKQA is the ideas and innovation company that uses the 
imaginative application of art and science to create ideas, products and services. The Cannes Lions 
International Festival of Creativity is the most prestigious global event for those working in the creative 
communications, advertising and related fields.  

The Future Lions competition challenges young creatives from educational institutions around the world 
to connect an audience of their choosing to a product or service from a global brand in a way that 
wasn’t possible within the past several years. During its 13th year, in 2018, the competition was watched 
closely by industry leaders as well as the industry press.  

The competition is highly competitive with more than 2,100 students from 64 countries submitting 
entries. Winners are awarded a Future Lions trophy in front of an audience of thousands, with 99% 
going on to work in some of the most respected agencies and companies in the world. As of 2018, the 
competition has helped launch the careers of over 70 of today’s best creatives. Future Lions receives 
regular coverage by top industry media outlets, including AdWeek and AdAge, as well as broader 
distribution in publications such as Fast Company, which describes the competition entrant’s leadership 
as “the kind of thinking the whole industry should be adopting.” With this, Future Lions has become 
one of the most coveted honors among emerging talent in the design and advertising industry – acting 
as a great indicator of future success.  

In order to assess the work for this award, only the most accomplished figures in the field are selected 
to be judges. Even within AKQA, there is a rigorous process to select judges.  

 



 

 
In 2018, the group of global professionals invited to judge submissions were selected from across 
AKQA’s Future Lions network to accurately represent each geography and discipline. I served as a 
judge alongside high level creatives, such as: Brendan DiBona, Executive Creative Director; Eric Cruz, 
Executive Creative Director; Ginny Golden, Group Creative Director; Andy Hood, Head of Emerging 
Technologies; Michelle Lassman, Group Creative Director; Peter Lund, European Executive Creative 
Director, Diego Machado, Executive Creative Director and Hugo Veiga Executive Creative Director.  

For any questions, please feel free to reach out directly.  

Sincerely,  

Liz Smith 
Head of Events, AKQA  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AKQA Limited, 1 St. John’s Lane, London, EC1M 4BL Tel: 020 7780 4786 Fax: 020 7780 4787  


